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The Cathedral parish’s Mission Statement is
 

“To follow Christ who is 
the way of encounter and engagement 
seeking to build the Kingdom of God 

in our midst!”

Kevin Decker, who became the parish’s first Parish Mission 
Associate as of October 3, believes in that statement.

He has three goals in his work for the parish.

• “My first goal is to help parishioners encounter Jesus 
Christ,” Decker said. “This can be done through daily prayer, 
Scripture readings, fasting, daily Mass and Sunday Mass.
• “Once we have encountered Jesus Christ, my second 
goal is to help parishioners integrate Christ into their lives 
and make Him the center of their lives,” Decker said. “We 
make Christ the center of our lives by inviting people to 
join Bible studies, Eucharistic Adoration, Liturgy of the 
Hours and more.”
• “My final goal is to help people become leaders and 
share their faith with others to help inspire others to en-
counter Christ, integrate Him into their own lives, and to 
share it as well,” he said. “We can do this together!”

Decker is a native of Grand Forks, N.D. “My parents were 
stationed at the Air Force base there – that’s how they met,” 
he said. “We lived on the base for a few years of my life.”

Decker said he grew up as an atheist, did not encounter 
the Lord until 2008 and was baptized in the Catholic 
Church in 2010. He moved to La Crosse to work for 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) from 
spring 2013 to spring 2015. Through leading Bible studies 
and helping college students encounter the Lord, he said, 
“I deepened my own faith in Christ and in His Church.”

Decker was a machinist at Trane in La Crosse for slightly 
more than three years, before he left that job on October 1 
to start his position at the Cathedral.

“I’ve always had a love and huge heart for ministry and 
leading people to Christ,” Decker said, explaining why he 
became interested in applying for the job, which was a 
new one at the Cathedral. He had been leading a men’s 
Bible study group for nearly four years.

“I found out about this job opportunity (at the Cathedral) 
and talked to Monsignor Gilles about it,” Decker said. 
“I had heard a lot of amazing things that he was incorpo-
rating here at the parish. It was something that I wanted to 
be involved with. And here I am.”

Kevin Decker, 
the Cathedral’s new 
Parish Mission Associate, 
with his wife Elizabeth 
and their children, 
Joshua, Gemma, Joseph 
and Andrew.

Kevin Decker Has Three Goals in New Position of Parish Mission Associate

The Cathedral Education Committee will once again hold 
meatless Lenten Soup Suppers after the Stations of the 
Cross on the Fridays of Lent.

And it is again holding a winter Soup-a-Rama after the 
4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, February 4, committee Chair 
Sandy Perpich said.

As for the Lenten Soup Suppers, she said, “We plan to 
attract speakers and develop conversation about how to 
interpret the call to a ‘New Evangelism.’ I have in mind a 
resource to direct our conversation, James P. Shea’s ‘From 
Christendom to Apostolic Mission: Pastoral Strategies for 
an Apostolic Age.’ “
           Soup-a-Rama/Lenten Soup Suppers continued on page 4

Education Committee Holds Soup-a-Rama 
and Lenten Soup Suppers

Decker and his wife, Elizabeth, have four children, Joshua, 
Gemma, Joseph and Andrew, who range in age from 7 
months to 5 years. X
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Cathedral parishioner David Joseph Marcou was fortunate to meet and photograph 
Mother Teresa nearly 38 years ago, and to have exchanged a number of letters with 
her afterward.

Also known as St. Teresa of Calcutta, she was known for her work among the poor 
and started her own order, The Missionaries of Charity. She died in 1997, was 
beatified by Pope John Paul II in 2003 and was canonized by Pope Francis in 2016.

Here are some of Marcou’s recollections, for The Worker:

Q: Why, when and where did you interview and take photos of Mother Teresa?
A: In 1984-85, I was chief English-language copy editor for the National News 
Agency of South Korea, Yonhap. But I was acting as a freelancer when I met/
photographed Mother Teresa on January 27, 1985. My friend Mr. Pak, an Agence 
France-Presse reporter, had asked if I wanted to accompany him to meet that 
Nobel Peace Laureate.

Q: About how long did you get to interview and photograph Mother Teresa, 
     and what was your impression of her after doing so?
A: That Sunday, it had snowed and Anyang was near Seoul. Riding there, Mr. Pak 
reviewed questions, and asked if I had any, e.g., about Mother Teresa becoming a 
saint someday. I remarked, “I’d say she’s got a shot at it.” We were seemingly the 
first interview group in to meet her.

Our small group shook hands with and identified ourselves to Mother Teresa; the 
interview and photos took about 25 minutes. Mother Teresa was gracious, and 
smiling broadly for perhaps my best photo of her. Gift-giving to Mother Teresa from 
Indian representatives followed. (There were many media present thereafter.) We 
all reported on Mother Teresa’s speech in-chapel and nearby leprosarium visit.

Q: What led you to later write to Mother Teresa? What kind of a written reply 
     did you receive?
A: I sent a letter/note to Mother Teresa in 1989. I had heard she had a heart ail-
ment. Her reply was a form-like letter, thanking me and others for our good wishes; 
she signed mine. The next 17 letters from her to me were brief, personal letters, 
typed and closed with her written signature. I sent her at least one letter back each 
time. Her final letter of the 18 she’d send me was sent around 1996.

Q: Is there anything else you would like to mention about your 
     communications with Mother Teresa?
A: Mother Teresa suggested I return to the sacraments, so my son Matt and I could 
both attend Mass, etc., when I returned to the Church, before Matt’s baptism. I’d 
had a falling out with the Church 15 years before.

Years later, when I e-mailed scans of the letters to the Missionaries of Charity nun 

Zei’s 1,000 Cookies Contribute 
to Bazaar/Bake Sale’s Success
Arlene Zei really outdid herself this time.

Zei, who has belonged to the Cathedral parish for 51 
years, made approximately 1,000 cookies as well as 
12 batches of candy for sale at the Parish Council of 
Catholic Women’s annual Christmas Bazaar & Bake 
Sale. The event was held December 3 in the Cathedral 
Undercroft.

“This year’s event was a great success,” said Betty 
Hayden-Tauscher, PCCW president. “We had a great 
turnout of customers. They were lined up at the door 
waiting for 8 a.m.” when the event began. “It was a 
long day but very worthwhile for the PCCW,” Hayden-
Tauscher said. “Lots of beautiful, handmade items made 
by parishioners were sold and I’m sure those who got 
them will treasure them. There were many unique items 
for sale.” Ruth Wettstein and Lynne Ostervich were co-
chairs for the event. 

“Arlene has always been a very generous woman and 
very supportive of the Cathedral and PCCW,” Hayden-
Tauscher said of Zei. “She really outdid herself this 
year! She likes trying new recipes and always adds her 
creative flair to her baking.”

Zei said the 1,000 cookies that she made for the 
December 3 bazaar and bake sale were a new record 
for her. “I normally make about 500 cookies for the 
bazaar,” Zei said. “Years ago, we noticed fewer 
cookies were being made for the event,” she said. 
“We realized younger people weren’t baking as much. 
Those of us who are older started doing a little bit more. 
I just felt the necessity to up my production” for the 
December 3 event. Zei enjoys baking cookies for the 
bazaar and bake sale. “It’s a creative outlet,” she said. 
“And it’s nice to have people enjoy what you make.” X

Catholic dioceses throughout the nation have begun a 
three-year National Eucharistic Revival effort, which was the 
topic of a January 14 event at the Holy Cross Diocesan Center 
in La Crosse.

Kevin Decker, the Cathedral parish’s new Parish Mission 
Associate, was among approximately 200 people from 
parishes throughout the Diocese of La Crosse who attended 
the session called by Bishop William Callahan. Participants 
talked about ways to spread knowledge about and love for 
the Eucharist as part of the Revival.

“I’m glad the meeting was held,” Decker said. “It kind of 
helped show where we’re at, and where we want to be. 
It was nice to see 200 people there who wanted to see a 
change and wanted to grow in faith and wanted to see 
people hunger for the Eucharist again.”

The Cathedral parish is already doing a lot of things that 
came up during brainstorming by breakout groups at the 
January 14 meeting, Decker said, such as Eucharistic Adora-
tion, other group activities and Mission Discipleship.

“I really think we’re turning a corner” at the Cathedral, he said. 
“We’re doing a lot of things right like bringing the Gospel to 
people. Our parish is growing, it’s alive. And not just from 
the young families. All ages are coming back and really grow-
ing and thriving at the Cathedral. I’m really excited about 
the things that Monsignor Gilles is doing” at the Cathedral. 
Decker added, “We need to cast the net. We need to start 
going out there and meeting people where they’re at and 
establishing personal relationships and discipleship.” For 
example, Decker has been working with a few homeless 
people who are coming to daily Mass, saying the rosary 
with him and learning more about Christ. And some 
Cathedral parishioners have been volunteering at the local 
Catholic Charities Warming Center.

The National Eucharistic Revival is a three-year initiative 
sponsored by the bishops of the United States to revive the 
place of the Eucharist in the minds, hearts and lives of U.S. 
Catholics. The Revival was launched in June 2022. According 
to the National Eucharistic Revival website, during the first year 
the U.S. bishops have been inviting diocesan teams and parish 
leaders to renewed love for Jesus in the Eucharist by hosting 
diocesan-wide events such as Eucharistic Congresses and days 
of formation. The second year, pastors will invite their parishio-
ners to become more deeply Eucharistic communities through 
small groups, Eucharistic Adoration, parish-sponsored proces-
sions and other activities. During the third year about 80,000 
Catholics are expected to gather in July 2024 for a National 
Eucharistic Congress intended to prepare the faithful to go out 
into their communities as Eucharistic missionaries. X

A new Mission Discipleship initiative is in the works at the Cathedral parish.
It uses the FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) model of sharing the 
hope and joy of the Gospel. FOCUS sends missionaries to reach out to students on 
campus and invite them into a relationship with Christ and his Church.

“One of the big things we’ve started implementing is Mission Discipleship,” said 
Kevin Decker, the Cathedral’s new Parish Mission Associate. Deacon Terry Bell of 
Mary Mother of the Church parish in La Crosse has been a FOCUS missionary at 
the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, and has been teaching Decker, Monsignor 
Richard Gilles and Cathedral parishioner Mike Knapik how to implement the FOCUS 
model in the parish’s new initiative. Each of those three will reach out to three other 
people, who in turn each will reach out to three more, and so on.

“It’s not just about spreading the good news but about building real relationships,” 

Arlene Zei displays the approximately 1,000 cookies 
and 12 batches of candy that she made for sale at the 
Parish Council of Catholic Women’s annual Christmas 
Bazaar and Bake Sale held December 3 in the Cathedral’s 
Undercroft. Photo by Pat Stellflue.

Cathedral Parishioner David Joseph Marcou Recounts Visit With Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa in 1985 near Seoul, South Korea.
Photo by Cathedral parishioner – David Joseph Marcou.

handling Mother Teresa’s canonization paperwork, 
Sister Ozana, she told me they had been included 
in Mother Teresa’s “Mosaic of Canonization.”

Q: Please tell us a bit about yourself.
A: I am a member of the Cathedral parish and a pro-
lific book author, editor, writer and photographer. X

Why Now?
BECAUSE THE CHURCH 
NEEDS HEALING, 
AND THE WORLD 
NEEDS THE CHURCH.

T I M E L I N E

THE FEAST OF 
CORPUS CHRISTI
June 19, 2022
NER launched our national 
response to the Lord’s call 
with widespread Eucharistic 
processions and adoration on 
the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ.

YEAR OF 
DIOCESAN REVIVAL
June 19, 2022 – June 11, 2023
This first year of the Revival 
invites diocesan staff, bishops, 
and priests to respond to the 
Lord’s personal invitation and 
equips them to share this love 
with the faithful through Eucha-
ristic congresses and events.

YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL
June 11, 2023 – July 17, 2024
The second phase will foster 
Eucharistic devotion at the 
parish level, strengthening 
our liturgical life through 
faithful celebration of the 
Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, 
missions, resources, preaching, 
and organic movements of the 
Holy Spirit.

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC 
CONGRESS
July 17 – 21, 2024
Indianapolis, Indiana
At this historic event, more 
than 80,000 Catholics of all 
ages will gather in Indianapolis 
to reconsecrate their hearts 
to the source and summit of 
our faith.

YEAR OF 
GOING OUT ON MISSION
July 21, 2024 – Pentecost 2025
Having enkindled a missionary 
fire in the hearts of the Ameri-
can faithful, the Holy Spirit 
will send us out on mission to 
share the gift of our Eucharistic 
Lord as we enter the universal 
Church’s jubilee year in 2025.

Mission Discipleship Effort Begins at Cathedral Parish
Decker said. “Once we find three people and 
they say ‘yes’ to being a full disciple of Christ, 
then we start walking with them in the faith, and 
we teach them everything we know,” he said.
Decker envisions the Mission Discipleship effort 
as reaching out to both Cathedral parishioners 
and people who are not members of the parish.

Mission Discipleship involves “visiting with them 
and living life with them,” Decker said. “If some-
one needs help re-doing their deck, we could 
all go out and help him or her re-do their deck. 
Maybe we’ll say the rosary together or have lunch 
together” or study the Bible together. X

David Joseph Marcou. 
Photo taken by his son, 
Matthew A. Marcou.

For more information, visit
https://diolc.org/eucharist
For more information, visit
https://diolc.org/eucharist

National Eucharistic Revival Effort is Under Way
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The Cathedral Men’s Club will hold a pair of Pancake & Omelet 
Breakfasts on Sundays this spring, both in the Undercroft.

The first breakfast will be from 7:30 a.m. to noon on March 26 
and will benefit Cathedral Elementary School. The second one will 
be from 7:30 a.m. to noon on April 23 and will benefit the Aquinas 
High School Junior Prom.

Prices will be • $4 for a pancake breakfast, 
                      • $5 for an omelet breakfast and 
                      • $12 for a family, 
club President Geoff Wilhelmy said.

The club’s breakfast-making lineup usually includes Jack Horsfall 
cooking the pancakes, Jim Noelke and Justin Piggush making the 
omelets, Adela Piggush making the pancake batter and Wilhelmy 
bringing in the supplies and collecting the receipts. X

Soup-a-Rama/Lenten Soup Suppers continued from page 1

Perpich added, “We also hope to tie ourselves in 
more closely to the card players who sometimes 
attend the suppers, perhaps even having people play 
longer into the evening than our normal ‘out by 7 p.m.’ 
unofficial policy.“

As for the Soup-a-Rama, interested Cathedral parishio-
ners as well as people from other parishes are invited 
to enter the soup competition. Soups in that event can 
contain meat or be meatless.

“The (Soup-a-Rama) event will include another Bread 
Brawl, to which interested parties may contribute loaves 
of home-baked breads in a sub-competition, so to 
speak, given the principal contest among soup-makers,” 
Perpich said.

“This year, we hope to persuade members of the parish’s 
other standing committees to enter the competition, 
anticipating that this will help us promote the event 
more widely,” she said.

Watch for additional information in upcoming 
Cathedral weekend bulletins. X

Men’s Club 
to Hold 
Pancake and 
Omelet 
Breakfasts

Ready for 

   Service!


