
Taggart takes care of scheduling ushers for Sundays,” he said. “I make sure new 
ushers are trained, the existing ushers know of any changes to our procedures, 
and am always on the lookout for more ushers. Being Head Usher, I am also on 
the Sacred Worship Committee and Team Hospitality.” X
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Zach Tudahl (pictured 
with Monsignor Richard 
Gilles) received the 
Cathedral parish’s annual 
St. Joseph the Workman 
Award at the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on May 1.

Zach Tudahl received the Cathedral parish’s annual 
St. Joseph the Workman Award at the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on May 1, the patronal feast day of the parish, 
for all that he does for the parish. The Cathedral Par-
ish Pastoral Council selected Tudahl for the award, 
which was presented by Monsignor Richard Gilles.

“Zach received the award because of the generous 
service he gladly and willingly renders to the parish 
with regard to all things I.T.,” Monsignor Gilles said 
later. “Moreover, for his consistent dedication to 
being the Head Usher, helping me to record 
‘Minutes With Monsignor’ on the Cathedral web-
site’s home page, and volunteering for just about 
anything else that needs to be done.”

Monsignor Gilles added, “Life would be a bit more 
miserable around here (it if were not for Tudahl) 
because so much of the world is internet dependent 
and he comes to our rescue many times. As one 
who is challenged in this area, I do not take this for 
granted!

“I couldn’t be more proud and pleased to give this, 
my first Joseph Award, to a son of the parish who 
is most deserving,” Monsignor Gilles said. “What’s 
most important is that Zach is rooted in a quiet, 
beautiful Eucharistic spirituality which ‘informs’ 
and guides all he does for the parish. He has this 
wonderful calm way about him that easily commu-
nicates ‘it’s going to be OK’ and around here we all 
need that. Thank you, Zach, for a job well done!

“The purpose of the award is to recognize someone 
who has a strong sense of the need to give; who 
understands that out of justice I have a responsibility 
to render something to the Body of Christ, the parish, 
which is owed from me because of my baptismal 
call to ‘serve and not be served’ after the manner 
of Jesus Christ and his virginal father St. Joseph,” 
Monsignor Gilles said.

“I built the parish website and Facebook page and 
maintain both and record ‘Minutes With Monsignor’ 
as well as provide tech support for Monsignor Gilles 
and the parish office,” Tudahl explained.

As Head Usher, Tudahl takes care of coordinating 
the ushers for the Sunday and special Masses. “Sara 

The Cathedral is again providing volunteer drivers in the Mobile Meals of 
La Crosse program. The parish is always in need of lunchtime drivers of any age, 
said Cyndi Withrow, who has been the Cathedral’s Mobile Meals coordinator 
since the late 1990s.

Volunteer drivers from the Cathedral delivered to the homebound from 
February 21-27 and June 20-26. And Cathedral volunteer drivers also will deliver 
meals during the weeks of August 29-September 4, October 31-November 6, 
and December 19-25.

The volunteers pick up meals at Mayo Health System-Franciscan Healthcare at 
10:45 a.m. and deliver them to people on the city’s South Side. Deliveries take 
about an hour-and-a-half on weekdays and 40 minutes on weekends.
Whether parishioners volunteer one or many times, their contribution is 
greatly appreciated, Withrow said. Call her at 608-799-2614 to sign up 
or get more information. X

Zach Tudahl Receives St. Joseph the Workman Award

Cathedral Participates in 
Mobile Meals Program
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Would you like to prepare meals and/or deliver 
them to someone who needs them? If so, consider 
becoming a volunteer in the Cathedral parish’s new 
Meal Train program, which helps a parish family 
receive meals during a challenging time.

The parish’s Meal Train began by providing meals in 
May to the family of parishioners Brian and Natalie 
Elskamp after the birth of their son, Micah Louis.
But Meal Train isn’t just for families with newborn 
children, said Mari Erickson, who has been coordi-
nating the program with fellow Cathedral parishio-
ner Jonella Rademacher.

For example, Erickson said, “It may be because of 
a serious illness, or maybe a tragedy that happened 
that would create a situation where people need 
some help.”

A celebration of the centennial of Knights of Colum-
bus Bishop Schwebach Assembly 1195 will be held 
on Saturday, July 9, at the Cathedral. Celebration 
participants will attend the 4:30 p.m. Mass. That will 
be followed by a 30-minute reception in the Gather-
ing Area that will be open to all, said Charlie Peters, 
a Cathedral parishioner who also is the assembly’s 
Faithful Navigator.

A supper and program will follow in the Undercroft. 
“Attendance at the Centennial Supper and Program 
requires an RSVP from Brother Knights and their fam-

Cathedral Summer Organ 
Recital Series Continues
The 2022 Summer Organ Recital Series at the 
Cathedral will continue on July 10 with a perform-
ance by Nicholas Will, director of liturgical music, 
organist and lecturer at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
(America’s largest Catholic seminary) in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. And it will conclude with an August 7 
performance by Samuel Holmberg, principal 
organist at the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis.

The series of three organ recitals began on June 12 
with a performance by Stephen Schnurr, director of 
music at St. Paul Catholic Church in Valparaiso, IN. 
He also is editorial director and publisher of The 
Diapason, a monthly journal about the organ and 
church music. And he is an adjunct instructor in 
organ for Valparaiso University.

The organ recitals are at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday 
afternoons and last about one hour. Admission is 
free but freewill offerings are appreciated, said 
Dr. Brian W. Luckner, the Cathedral’s director of 
sacred music. 

The organists perform on the Cathedral’s main 
organ, which has 71 ranks and was built and 
installed in 2010 by the Noack Organ Company of 
Georgetown, MA.

In addition to Will’s work at Mount St. Mary’s, he 
also is director of sacred music at the Pittsburgh 
Oratory of St. Philip Neri. From 2018 to 2020, he 
was director of liturgical music at the Pontifical 
North American College, Vatican City State. And 
from 2013 to 2018, he was an assistant professor of 
music at Franciscan University of Steubenville. He 
has performed throughout the eastern United States 
and in Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Croatia and Austria.

Besides being principal organist, Holmberg also 
directs the Missa Choralis Series and Chorus 
Cantorum at the Basilica of St. Mary in downtown 
Minneapolis. Prior to his appointment at the basili-
ca, he served as the diocesan and cathedral director 
of sacred music at St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette, 
MI, and as the sacred music intern at the Cathedral 
of St. Paul in St. Paul, MN. Holmberg is a graduate 
of the Eastman School of Music and Luther College, 
and holds degrees in organ performance, literature 
and sacred music. X

The completion of the Cathedral’s $6.1 million restoration project will be 
celebrated on September 11, which also is the 62nd anniversary of the laying of 
the building’s cornerstone.

Watch upcoming Sunday parish bulletins for details about the Beacon of Light and 
Hope celebration. The celebration’s title also is a reference to a project to illuminate 
the Cathedral’s exterior at night. Lighting work on the steeple began June 6. “As the 
crucifix above the altar is the crowning glory of the interior, so the lighting of the 
church is the crowning glory of the exterior,” Monsignor Richard Gilles said. The cru-
cifix project was a completely separate project and was privately fundraised, he said.

Renovation of the building began in early 2021 and was done by general contractor 
Building Restoration Corporation of Roseville, MN.

The $6.1 million project included such things as replacing limestone and mortar 
that had been damaged over time by wind and rain on the steeple and bell tower, 
replacing some damaged flooring inside the Cathedral, repairing plaster that had 
been damaged by rainwater leaks and applying new gold leaf to repaired plaster in 
the Marian Chapel. It also included repairing other interior finishes, interior lighting 
improvements, cleaning interior stone that had been damaged by rainwater leaks, 
and maintenance work on the rectory. (Window replacement in the rectory is part of 
the overall restoration project and is expected to be completed by mid-November.)

A 10-foot-tall, 430-pound sanctuary crucifix that was handcarved in Italy was in-
stalled above the altar in January as a related project. Monsignor Gilles, the Cathe-

This photo was taken on May 18, while workers were 
removing some of the last scaffolding from the exterior 
of the Cathedral, which has undergone a  $6.1 million 
restoration project.

Completion of Cathedral Restoration to be Celebrated on September 11
dral’s rector, said installation of the new crucifix was the crowning jewel of the entire 
work of restoration.

The overall restoration project was expected to be completed by the end of June.

“In my opinion, the quality of work has been very good,” said Bob Perlock, a Cathe-
dral parishioner who assisted Monsignor Gilles with oversight of the restoration proj-
ect. During spring 2022 as work was nearing completion, Perlock said, “Deteriorated 
areas of marble floors at the north entry (narthex), east nave entry and Marian Chapel 
Sixth Street entry were being repaired or replaced as directed by the architect,” he 
said.“Cracked mortar joints in several areas of the church’s interior lower-level walls 
were being tuckpointed,” Perlock said. “The contractor was resuming work on the bell 
tower by continuing with replacement of deteriorated stone as well as 100 percent 
tuckpointing and then applying a clear water-repellent coating. The contractor was 
also completing masonry work on the east and west sides of the building,” he said.

“At the beginning of restoration work, it was discovered that clear glass ‘storm glazing’ 
at about a dozen of the clerestory stained glass windows was cracked,” Perlock said. 
“Those clear glass panels were being replaced” this spring. “At the front wall in front 
of the rectory, wrought iron fencing and gates were removed for refinishing,” he said.

“After all of the equipment and extra material are removed, the contractor will replace 
sections of sidewalks damaged during construction with new concrete, and turf that 
was damaged will be restored,” Perlock said. X

Anyone interested in preparing meals and/or delivering them can contact 
Erickson at mnerickson95@gmail.com or Rademacher at jrademach@gmail.com or 
call parish Administrative Assistant Jackie Craig at 608-782-0322.

Anyone who needs to receive meals through the parish’s Meal Train program should 
call Craig.

Having a Meal Train program at the Cathedral means a lot to the Elskamp family.
“To meet new people or get introduced to familiar faces and let them serve us in our 
time of need has been humbling,” Natalie Elskamp said. “But it’s also connected us, 
especially me, to the Cathedral community when I’ve been so disconnected with the 
entire world.” “It’s not just feeding our body but our souls, too,” Elskamp said. “I can 
see what a gift this will be for not only families with new babies but also those facing 
a serious illness or experiencing a tragedy. We are just utterly amazed and blessed at 
the generosity of everyone.” 

“Meal Train is rooted in the idea that it is a symbolic gesture of one person’s willing-
ness to help another,” Erickson said. “And the meal is the vehicle that allows the 

giving party to show that they care, and to help reduce a burden. It lets the receiving 
party know that they will be there for them in the future. It’s an outreach and it’s a 
beautiful thing that builds community.”

Meal Train involves a series of steps. “The first step is to identify a person who can use 
a little support,” Erickson said. “And then you get that person’s name, email address, 
information on where to drop off meals, that sort of thing. And then we need to enter 
that person’s food likes and dislikes, allergies and the best times of day to drop off meals.” 

The Meal Train concept began about a dozen years ago in Vermont and has gone na-
tional, Erickson said. Erickson said she and Natalie Elskamp were both were involved 
in a Meal Train program at another area parish several years ago. And after they joined 
the Cathedral parish, they began talking to Monsignor Richard Gilles about starting 
one at the Cathedral. “This is an outgrowth of all of the things Monsignor Gilles has been 
doing at the Cathedral, Erickson said of Meal Train. “We’re all called to do something.”

Erickson also is one of five parishioners who comprise Team Renewal, which was 
created in 2021 to help Monsignor Gilles bring the parish into what he calls a new 
Springtime of Renewal and Rebirth. X

Knights of Columbus Assembly to Hold Centennial Celebration
ily members and friends,” Peters said. Monsignor Steven Kachel, pastor of St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Onalaska, and his mother, Mary J. Kachel, will be honorees at the 
supper as her father, Bernard J. Volz, was one of four founders of the assembly in 1922.

Bishop Schwebach Assembly 1195 covers the Coulee Region, with its members 
coming from the six councils encompassed by District 25, Peters said. Councils are 
the basic unit of the Knights of Columbus. And Fourth Degree Assemblies such as 
Bishop Schwebach Assembly 1195 are associations of affiliated councils’ Fourth 
Degree members. “The principle which embodies the Fourth Degree of the Knights 
of Columbus is patriotism,” Peters said. “In the words of St. Pope John Paul II, ‘Sir 
Knights are the strong right arm of the Church.’ “
For more information, call Peters at 612-760-6192. X

Left to right – Stephen Schnurr, Nicholas Will, 
and Samuel Holmberg

The April 28 chicken-que dinner sponsored by the Cathedral Parish Council of 
Catholic Women was a success, PCCW President Betty Hayden-Tauscher said. “We 
sold 312 total dinners, which was a combination of pre-sold and walk-ups,” said 
Hayden-Tauscher, who was pleased with the turnout. “It was our third year of having 
a chicken-que,” she said. “This year we totally sold out and had to turn away many 
walk-ups at the end of the day. “We plan to donate proceeds from the event toward 
various Cathedral projects,” she said.

Co-chairs of this year’s chicken-que were Hayden-Tauscher and Lynne Ostervich. X

312 Dinners Sold at PCCW Chicken-Que Dinner
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CHICKEN-QUECHICKEN-QUE
D  I  N  N  E  R

Sponsored by the Ladies of the Cathedral PCCW

Cathedral Meal Train Program Begins
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Eleanor Korger (above with Monsignor Richard Gilles) 
made her First Holy Communion at the 10:30 a.m. Mass 
on Sunday, May 1.

Shirlene Thomas of the 
Cathedral parish poses with 
Deacon Joe Richards, 
Bishop William Callahan 
and Monsignor Richard 
Gilles after she received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
from Bishop Callahan at the 
10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, 
June 5. 

Confirmation 2022

Cathedral parishioners Maya Weinberger, Nathan Miles and Thomas Skemp received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on April 20 at the Cathedral. They are pictured above 
with Monsignor Richard Gilles, Bishop William Callahan and Deacon Tom Skemp.

First Holy Communion Confirmation 2022


