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10-Foot Sanctuary Crucifix Goes Up Above Cathedral’s Main Altar

Monsignor Richard Gilles
blessed the new
sanctuary crucifix in a
January 13 ceremony,
a few hours before it
was raised above the
Cathedral’s main altar.

A 10-foot-tall, 430-pound sanctuary crucifix that was
handcarved in Italy now hangs above the main altar, and
below the tester (the suspended canopy above the altar) in
the Cathedral.

couldn’t agree more. In fact, the architects and the
contractor feel the same way. It’s good to know we’re all
on the same page and, really, at heart, consider this
restoration work to be principally a spiritual one.”

The crucifix was installed on January 13 by Daprato-Rigali
Studios of Chicago, assisted by Building Restoration Corp.
of Roseville, MN, after being blessed by Monsignor Richard Gilles. It is made of Lindenwood, a relatively lightweight wood. The Christ figure on the cross is 6 feet tall.

The crucifix project was handled by Building Restoration
Corp. of Roseville, MN; InSite Consulting Architects of
Madison, WI, and Daprato-Rigali Studios of Chicago.

“It’s what you see in any Catholic Church – or should,”
Monsignor Gilles said of the large crucifix. “We preach
Christ Crucified. It is the Mystery of Faith and its image
was conspicuously absent” before.
“The processional cross is barely visible from the front
pew,” Monsignor Gilles said. “This whole conversation
(about having a much larger cross above the altar) began
in the Sacred Worship Committee – with lament being
made about the small size of the processional cross’s
crucifix and what we could do to make it stand out.”
Monsignor Gilles added that the Cathedral needed a
crucifix that was proportionate to the size of the space.
Handcarved in a studio in Ortisei, Italy, the new crucifix
was a last-minute add-on to the Cathedral restoration
project, Monsignor Gilles said. But none of the money that
had been raised for the restoration project was used for the
crucifix. “All funds were privately raised” for the crucifix,
Monsignor Gilles said.
“Bishop Callahan was completely on board” with the new
crucifix, Monsignor Gilles said. “And I have consulted in
every possible way I could.”
“He considers the installation of the new crucifix to be
the crowning jewel of the entire work of restoration,”
Monsignor Gilles said of Bishop William Callahan. “I

“This has been time consuming and more work,”
Monsignor Gilles said of the crucifix project. “However, it
is the raison d’etre for why this Cathedral exists. Without
Calvary’s Sacrifice here on our altar being renewed
sacramentally in an unbloody way, we would simply not
even have a Cathedral. The Eucharist is the source and
summit of the Church’s life – our very existence.” X

Cathedral Restoration Project Taking Longer Than Expected
The $6.1 million Cathedral restoration project is taking longer to complete than was
originally expected. Work had been expected to be completed by November 30, but
Monsignor Richard Gilles said he now hopes it will be finished by June 1. Work began
last February and is being done by general contractor Building Restoration Corporation of
Roseville, MN.
Monsignor Gilles said there are two major reasons for the longer construction timeframe.
“One is the shortage of labor and the other is change orders,” he said. “Change orders
occur when things are discovered as you go along that need to be dealt with.” Interior
work has continued during the winter months and exterior work will resume with the
arrival of warmer weather.
The restoration includes such things as replacing limestone and mortar that have been
damaged over time by wind and rain on the steeple and the bell tower, replacing some
damaged flooring inside the Cathedral, repairing plaster that’s been damaged by rainwater
leaks and applying new gold leaf to the repaired plaster. It also includes repairing
other interior finishes, interior lighting improvements, cleaning interior stone
that’s been damaged by rainwater leaks, and maintenance work on the rectory.

X

Team Hospitality is Promoting Engagement Within Cathedral Parish
Team Hospitality is working to get Cathedral parishioners better acquainted with each
other and more involved in the parish, through such things as Hospitality Sunday.
The team of several parishioners was created last spring and has been meeting monthly
since then, said Charlie Peters, whose title is team lead.
He noted the mission statement for the Cathedral’s 2021 Year of Epiphany was “The way
of Encounter and Engagement seeking to build the Kingdom of God in our midst.”
“There are a number of ways that we’re going about doing that,” Peters said of Team
Hospitality. “One of them is to make Hospitality Sunday (held in the Gathering Area on
the first Sunday of each month) more than just about the doughnuts.

Charlie Peters, pictured at left at a recent Hospitality
Sunday reception in the Cathedral’s Gathering Area, is
the lead with the parish’s Team Hospitality.
Team Hospitality members are: Monsignor Richard Gilles, Charlie
Peters, Betty Hayden-Tauscher, Hayley McMullen, Karol Smith, Pat
Perlock, Tammy Weinberger, Zach Tudahl, Joyce Felsheim, Clare Ruff,
Jean McDonnell and Mary Sperle.

Team Renewal Works
to Reinvigorate
Cathedral Parish
By Brock McMullen of Team Renewal

“And so we have a host or hostess for each Hospitality Sunday,” Peters said. “The purpose
is to give them and other parishioners an opportunity to talk and get to know each other.
And to promote a deeper sense of community within the Cathedral parish. We have
members of Team Hospitality in the background (at Hospitality Sunday) to take care of the
logistics, so that the hosts can concentrate on interacting while the coffee is made and the
goodies are set out,” Peters said.
Team Hospitality also is looking at taking over responsibility for providing information and
exhibits in the glassed-in display areas in the Gathering Area, which team member Jean
McDonnell “has managed so wonderfully” for many years, Peters said.
Pope St. John Paul II stated in his 1988 apostolic exhortation, Christifidelis Laici, the parish
is not principally a structure … but rather, the family of God, a fellowship afire with a
unifying spirit properly suited for celebrating the Eucharist, which serves as the living
source for its upbuilding.
In addition to the ongoing Cathedral restoration project, which is focused on the physical
structure, Cathedral’s Team Renewal was newly formed in August 2021 with the goal of
assisting Monsignor Gilles to bring the parish through a new Springtime of Renewal and
Rebirth. It was our 2021 Epiphany mandate to encounter God and to engage others in
active and dynamic discipleship.
According to Monsignor Gilles, the goal of Team Renewal is to “assist all of us to open
wide the doors to Christ’s love and mercy by helping others to form an intimate, loving
relationship with the Lord.”

Team members including Monsignor Richard Gilles have developed a welcome basket
for new parishioners that includes such things as a history of the parish, some coffee
from Cabin Coffee and prayer cards, Peters said. “Tammy Weinberger and Pat Perlock
spearheaded the new parishioner(s) welcome basket,” he said. “They worked in concert
with Monsignor Gilles on that.” “There are other things we’re looking at in terms of what
we can do to promote interaction and fellowship” among parishioners, Peters said. “For
example, we’re looking at opportunities for other sorts of gatherings, for other ways of
promoting what’s going on at the Cathedral,” he said.

PCCW Christmas Bazaar and
Bake Sale Was a Success

Peters said Team Hospitality welcomes suggestions from parishioners and would be glad to
hear from anyone who would like to join the team. “For example, we will move outdoors
in the spring to work on making the campus a more welcoming and more beautiful place,”
he said. “We’ll need input and resources to help us with that element of hospitality.”
“I think it gives a greater sense of community,” another team member, Hayley McMullen,
said of having a team that focuses on promoting hospitality within the parish. “It helps us
get to know each other and helps us build a stronger faith community.” McMullen said
she appreciated the “really good hospitality system” that was in place at her parish in
Burnsville, MN, when she was growing up. “There’s a lot of great people here (at Cathedral
parish),” McMullen said. “That’s why I was really invested and hoping I could get involved
in that way here.” X

“We try to provide a more holistic perspective and a sounding board to help Monsignor
make decisions that best benefit the members of the parish in their journey to Christ,”
said Allie Sauppé. One way in which our group has done this is by helping organize the
Pastoral Council elections and compiling names of parishioners who would be good
stewards of the parish.
Moving forward, one of the primary goals of Team Renewal will be to assist Monsignor
Gilles in creating the job description, searching for, and hiring (by July 1) a new full-time
“Pastoral Associate” to the parish staff. The individual in this position will help to take the
Cathedral to the next level, moving us forward in our mission to thrive as a parish. There
are so many possibilities and with a new “missionary” on staff to help build our parish
into an even more vibrant community of faith! The person hired in this new position will
be able to assist Team Renewal with our upcoming goal of building the parish family
through parishioner engagement.

Team Renewal consists of Monsignor Gilles along with parishioners Mari Erickson, Joyce
Felsheim, Matt Korger, Brock McMullen and Allie Sauppé. They meet weekly to move
forward parish life in a deliberative manner to accomplish all the good and holy work that
needs to be done.

“As members of Team Renewal, we strive to be aware of parishioners’ concerns and
needs, the activities in which they like to participate, the things they appreciate about the
parish, and insights they have to enhance parish life and functioning,” said Mari Erickson.

Within Team Renewal, our initial area of focus was to form a healthy leadership team
through deepening relationships and establishing and delegating tasks within our group.

As we move into the springtime of the year, we strive to live up to the motto of Pope
St. Pius X, “to restore all things in Christ.” Please look for more in the coming months as
we continue to build and grow our parish. X

From left, Cathedral parishioners Steve and Mary
Knutson talk with Carol Richards, who was helping at
a table at the PCCW’s annual Christmas Bazaar and
Bake Sale.

The Parish Council of Catholic Women’s annual
Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale was a success, PCCW
President Betty Hayden-Tauscher said.
The event was held in the Undercroft of the Cathedral
on Saturday, December 4, and continued for parishioners after the Masses on Sunday, December 5.
“We were pleased with the turnout and the number
of items sold” at the December 4-5 event, HaydenTauscher said. “A lot of merchandise and baked goods
went out the door.”
The event included a raffle, prepackaged baked goods,
many beautiful and unique items, handmade greeting cards and handmade gifts and crafts. Also, bags of
goodies were handed out to children in the Undercroft
after Masses that Sunday while the bazaar and bake
sale continued. The bags contained many religious
items, such as religious comic books, coloring books,
make-your-own rosaries, stickers, ornaments and pencils. Bags of goodies also were handed out to children
after Masses on the two following weekends. The items
in the bags were donated by Monsignor Richard Gilles,
the Knights of Columbus and an anonymous donor,
Hayden-Tauscher said. X
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Parish Adoration Program Contributes to Eucharistic Revival
In November 2021, the United States Council of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), approved a document titled
The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church,
as well as a three-year strategic plan for Eucharist
revival across the country.
The Cathedral parish steps in stride with this initiative
via its budding Eucharistic Adoration program.
“Weekly Eucharistic Adoration was initially planned
in March 2020 as part of the Holy Year of St. Joseph,”
said Clare Ruff, current coordinator of hours for
Eucharistic Adoration.
COVID lockdowns delayed the project by several
months, but former Rector, Father Jerzy Rebacz, and
a handful of parishioners problem-solved a way to
launch the program safely within guidelines.

Limited to 10 persons in the church at a time, Eucharistic Adoration offered the
perfect solution to continuing prayer and worship within the church during a
time when large gatherings were banned by the state, Ruff said.
“The goal was six persons per hour from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,” she recalled. “It was
beautiful! Those who participated spoke of special graces and hearts full of joy.”

That ongoing effort continues as the construction project comes to an end.
“Adoration is available to anyone for quiet prayer and worship,” Ruff said.
“Scheduled adorers make it possible for others to stop by – if only for a quick
visit.” Whether they pray silently, reflect on Sacred Scripture, or gaze at the
Sacred Host in the monstrance and rest in the stillness, adorers agree they
receive far more than they invest.

The renovation project and subsequent construction noise prompted a
transition of adoration to Fridays for one year, but “Wednesday, the day of the
week dedicated to St. Joseph, was restored December 1, 2021.” Ruff said.
“It complements the Consecration to St. Joseph effort in the diocese and offers
a way folks could honor their consecration and keep it vibrant.”

“We are blessed with a pastor who understands the centrality of the Eucharist
in the life of the Church,” Ruff said. Monsignor Gilles reports that new parishioners are drawn by the reverence shown in our liturgical celebrations, including
Eucharistic Adoration.

As the pre-COVID Mass schedule returned, exposition was set from 7 a.m.
through Noon Benediction. “These hours suited retirees but excluded full-time
workers. The goal was to include evening hours eventually to be accessible to
everyone,” Ruff said.

From Bethlehem to Calvary, our Catholic Faith challenges us to discover the
Godhead hidden in the ordinary, Ruff said. Shepherds see the world’s Savior
in a Baby resting on a bed of hay, Magi pay homage to an infant King without
palace or adornments, the dying thief begs, “Remember me when you come
into your Kingdom” to One hanging on a tree.

Above all, “the living Bread come down from heaven”
[John 6:51] daily offered on the altar and adored in
Eucharistic Adoration sharpens our perception to discover God in the hidden mysteries of our faith,
Ruff said.
The activity of heaven is worship of God eternally,
although no longer under the guise of mystery. “It takes
practice!” Ruff said. “So, I figure it’s best to start here
and now.“
See the bulletin for developing hours of Wednesday
adoration. Also, First Saturdays of every month, Eucharistic Adoration and devotions follow the 8 a.m. Mass.
For more information, email the parish at
office@cathedralsjworkman.org. X
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Happy Birthday Card Brigade Brings Cheer to
Older Parishioners
Begun last spring, the Cathedral’s Happy Birthday Card Brigade effort is bringing cheer to
parishioners who are homebound or in nursing homes or are at least 80 years old.
Members of the Cathedral’s Parish Council of Catholic Women are asked to send birthday
cards to the people whose names appear on the brigade’s list.
“It’s just to bring a little cheer to their lives,” PCCW President Betty Hayden-Tauscher said
of the brigade effort. “If you’re in a nursing home or otherwise alone, you’re probably
limited in your contact with other people. It cheers people up to get a card in the mail and
especially on their birthday.”
The names of people slated to get birthday cards are on a list compiled by parish
administrative assistant Jackie Craig and parishioners Jean McDonnell and Sara Taggart.
The brigade effort resulted from a Milwaukee-area woman contacting the parish to say
her mother, who had been a Cathedral parishioner, was celebrating her 93rd birthday and
would enjoy hearing from parishioners, Hayden-Tauscher said. X
Pictured from left, Anita Froegel and Eleanor St. John talk about the greeting cards Froegel
makes and which were being sold at the PCCW’s annual Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale.
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