
Are you or someone you know and love homebound at home, in the hospital, or in a 
care facility? If so, have you let someone at the parish know so that arrangements can be 
made for visitation if that is something that you or your loved one desires?

Privacy regulations prohibit administrators from reporting to the parish a parishioner’s 
admission to a facility. Consequently, it becomes the responsibility of the loved one to 
report to the parish a particular need.

The parish Homebound Ministry is once again active now that COVID restrictions have 
been relaxed to allow visitations in hospitals and care facilities. In some facilities, Mass is 
celebrated, and in others, Eucharistic services are held. Home visits are also arranged.

  Contact: Jackie Craig at the Rectory, 
  608-782-0322, ext. 0, or e-mail office@cathedralsjworkman.org
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The $6.1 million Cathedral restoration project is expected 
to be completed by the November 30 deadline in the 
contract with general contractor Building Restoration 
Corporation of Roseville, MN.

Work began in March and includes such things as repairing 
or replacing limestone and mortar that have been damaged 
over time by wind and rain on the steeple and the bell 
tower, replacing some damaged flooring inside the Cathe-
dral, repairing plaster that’s been damaged by rainwater 
leaks and applying new gold leaf to the repaired plaster.

It also includes repairing other interior finishes, interior 
lighting improvements, cleaning interior stone that’s been 
stained by rainwater leaks, and maintenance work on the 
rectory.

“By the end of September, I expect that any remaining 
work inside the church and outside the rectory will have 
been completed,” said Bob Perlock, a Cathedral parish-
ioner who is assisting Monsignor Richard Gilles with his 
oversight of the restoration project. Nathanael Rhody, the 
parish’s maintenance director, also is assisting.

“In October, I expect that all of the remaining masonry 
work on the exterior of the church building and bell tower 
will be finished and remaining scaffolding removed,” Per-
lock said. “It will then be possible to perform excavation 
and waterproofing work on the church’s north foundation 
walls where moisture is seeping into the east and west 
narthex stairwells which serve the lower-level restrooms.  
These stairwell walls, steps and floors can then be repaired 
and refinished as specified in the restoration documents.

“Also, the lighting fixtures recessed in the stone arch at 
the main church entry will be retrofitted for LED lamps,” 
Perlock said. “Post lights, which were retrofitted with LED 
lamps by the parish several years ago, will be repaired, 
cleaned and straightened. All other exterior church light 
fixtures will be retrofitted with LED lamps.”

During November, Perlock said, the stone garden walls at 
the Main Street plaza will be repaired and tuckpointed.  Also, 
the garden wall in front of the rectory will be completely 
dismantled, two new pier foundations adjacent to the iron 
gate will be built and stones reset. Iron railings atop the 
wall and gate will be repaired, refinished and reinstalled.

“All construction equipment, office trailers, portable 
toilets, dumpsters and extra material will be removed 
from site,” Perlock said. “Any concrete surfaces that were 
damaged by construction equipment will be removed and 
replaced with new concrete. All turf areas will be repaired 
and either seeded or sodded.

“Rectory window and exterior door replacement work 
should also occur at this time,” Perlock said. X

Cathedral Restoration Project Expected to be Completed by November 30

Two employees of Building Restoration Corp. of Roseville, MN, 
were re-setting Indiana Limestone on the west side of the Cathedral 
steeple in this June photo.

Two employees of Building Restoration Corp. of Roseville, MN, 
were re-setting Indiana Limestone on the west side of the Cathedral 
steeple in this June photo.

St. Joseph the Workman Homebound Parishioners
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The five members of the new Team Renewal say they are excited about helping Monsignor Rich-
ard Gilles bring the parish fully into what he calls a new Springtime of Renewal and Rebirth. The 
members are Joyce Felsheim, Mari Erickson, Allie Sauppe, Brock McMullen and Matt Korger.

“The simple, uncomplicated goal of Team Renewal is to assist all of us to open wide the doors to 
Christ’s love and mercy!” Monsignor Gilles said. “Convinced that the ongoing renewal of Cathe-
dral Parish is critically necessary and understanding that I am not able to do this alone, we spent 
two very full days (on August 23-24) from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in prayer, reflection and fellowship at 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, discerning how this team will assist me in realizing this holy and noble 
goal,” he said.

“Ann Lankford, director of the Diocesan Office for Catechesis and Evangelization, and I had the 
privilege of working with Monsignor Gilles and Team Renewal for two very full days in August, 
engaging in a process we have used with similar teams in other parishes around the diocese,” 
said Chris Ruff, director of the Diocesan Office for Ministries and Social Concerns. “It is pure joy 
to see the fruit that comes from it. We have no doubt that Team Renewal will have a beautiful role 
in the flourishing of the Cathedral. Since I and my family are Cathedral parishioners, I am doubly 
overjoyed!”

“Team Renewal does not replace the role of the Pastoral Council,” Monsignor Gilles said. “In fact, 
the council’s role will be all the more stimulated and expanded as Team Renewal will heavily 
draw from the council’s deliberation so as to give Team Renewal (through the rector) its direction. 
Team Renewal will rely heavily upon the council to ‘inform it’ of what’s needed in Cathedral 
Parish to make it become the parish that God wants us to be.” Monsignor Gilles said the team 
will help him with the concrete execution of the parish’s ongoing renewal, rebirth and expansion. 
Whereas the council meets every other month with no meeting in June, Team Renewal will meet 
with him every other week.

Here are the team’s members and what they hope to accomplish:
Mari Erickson. She and her husband, Norm, have been members of the parish since 2019 and have five 
children and seven grandchildren. She is a lector at Mass, is a member of the Parish Council and Parish 
Council of Catholic Women and helps coordinate marriage preparation retreats for the La Crosse Deanery.
    “My hope for Team Renewal is that we can assist Monsignor Gilles in drawing our parish family closer 
to Jesus Christ by opening the doors to encounter and engagement through sacramental, catechetical and 
fellowship opportunities,” she said.
Allie Sauppe. She and her husband, Jason, have been members of the parish for three years and two of 
their three sons have been baptized in the parish. She is helping to start a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
atrium for children at the Cathedral. She has been a computer science professor at UW–L since 2015.
    “I am excited to work with Team Renewal and help the parish enter a new springtime of growth and 
engagement with both Jesus Christ and one another,” she said.
Brock McMullen. He and his wife, Hayley, have been members of the parish for three years. They have 
a daughter and their second child is due to be born October 30. He soon will begin serving as a lector. 
He is in his fourth year as a professor at UW– L, where he is director of the Adapted Physical Education 
Program and director of the Center on Disability Health and Adapted Physical Activity.
    “I want to help grow the parish quantitatively and spiritually by bringing all the faithful closer to Jesus 
through frequent participation in the sacraments,” he said.
Joyce Felsheim has been a member of the parish for 27 years. She and her husband, Jack, have four 
adult children. Her involvement in the parish includes playing the organ, singing in the choir, facilitating 
adult education classes, caring for altar linens, serving on the Sacred Worship Committee and lectoring at 
weekday Masses.
    “I am excited to be participating in our parish renewal and am eager to assist Monsignor Gilles with 
revitalizing our membership by encouraging all to deepen his or her personal relationship with Christ on a 
daily basis,” she said.
Matt Korger and his wife, Hollie, have seven school-age children. He helps with the live streaming of 
Mass and his sons serve as altar boys. He is a software engineer for SAP AG, working out of an office in 
downtown La Crosse, and Hollie is a stay-at-home mom.
    “I am happy to help the Cathedral in whatever capacity that I am able, and I hope I can contribute to a 
bright future for our downtown parish,” he said. X

Joe Richards and Tom Skemp say they enjoy what 
they do as the two deacons at the Cathedral of St. Joseph 
the Workman.

Deacons are ordained ministers of the Catholic Church. 
As ministers of Sacrament, they baptize, lead the faithful in 
prayer, witness marriages and conduct wake and funeral 
services. As ministers of Word, they proclaim the Gospel, 
preach and teach in the name of the Church. “Our primary 
responsibility is providing service at the altar; everything 
else we do stems from this,” Richards said.

Skemp was ordained a deacon in 2012. He retired in 
2018 as chaplain of the La Crosse County Jail, after 
serving as the full-time chaplain for more than 16 years 
and volunteering there for a few years before that. He and 
his wife, Janine, have two grown children, son Dylan and 
daughter Meredyth.

“I’m involved in sacramental prep for marriage and 
baptism, and have officiated at weddings and baptisms,” 
Skemp said. “I assist at Mass weekly. I preach monthly. I 
exercise the ministry of service at the Front Door Ministry 
(at the Cathedral) and as the Victim Assistance Coordinator 
for the Diocese of La Crosse. And I am still connected with 
quite a few ex-offenders that I know from my years at the 
jail, assisting where I can.”“Simply being a deacon” is what 
Skemp said he most enjoys about being one.

“A crucial thing to understand about the diaconate is the 

The Cathedral’s Front Door Ministry program, which helps 
the poor, is seeing an increase in requests for assistance, after 
a slowdown last year because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The program helped 558 people in 2020, down from 
about 1,400 in 2019, said Deacon Tom Skemp, who runs 
the ministry. “When the pandemic lockdown started (in 
early 2020), I moved operations to my shop at home and 
conducted all the Front Door Ministry business over the 
phone, making delivery where necessary,” he said.

“There are several reasons for the sharp decrease,” he said. 
“Eviction moratoriums reduced the number of people in 
need of rental assistance in the short term. Utility discon-
nects were under a similar moratorium, so the need for 
that assistance decreased. La Crosse MTU did not charge 
for riding the bus, so no tokens were purchased or distrib-
uted. People working from home did not need gas money 
to get to work, so there was a drastic reduction in gas cards 
distributed.”
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Skemp

Mari Erickson        Allie Sauppe           Brock McMullen     Joyce Felsheim      Matt Korger

From left, Tom Skemp and Joe Richards are the two deacons at the Cathedral of St. Joseph the Workman.

relationship between a bishop and his deacons, whether his 
deacon is a transitional deacon (destined for ordination to 
the priesthood) or a permanent deacon (with no ordained 
connection to priesthood),” said Richards, who was or-
dained a deacon in 2007. “The bishop and his deacon are 
tied at the hip, if you will,” Richards said. “The deacon is 
totally in fraternal service to his bishop.” The deacons at the 
Cathedral are in service to Bishop Callahan at the Cathedral, 
where they are directed in their ministry by the rector, cur-
rently Monsignor Richard Gilles, he noted. “I am building 
the parish’s RCIA with Monsignor Gilles,” said Richards, 
who is coordinator of the parish’s Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults program. “I enjoy this immensely, as I also do my 
other current activity, service to our homebound,” he said. 
“All of this receives its energy from my service of ministry 
at the altar. “I enjoy the peace that comes with answering 
vocation, whether about being a deacon, or even being a 
husband and father,” Richards said. “It’s really neat to con-
nect with all the others with whom Christ blesses me and 
with whom I share this experience, in this case all of our 
wonderful parish sisters and brothers,” he said.

Richards is a carpenter by trade and retired in August 2020 
as director of the Diocesan Center, in a way serving as 
Bishop William Callahan’s facilities manager there. His wife, 
Carol, retired from her job at Catholic Charities at the center. 
They have three children, John, Jeanette and Joseph. Joseph 
was ordained as a priest by Bishop Callahan in June 2020 
and is associate pastor at St. Michael Parish and Church of 
the Resurrection Parish in Wausau. X

Deacons Richards and Skemp Enjoy Their Work at the Cathedral

The Cathedral Gallery Singers – the parish’s choir – resumed singing at the 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass on September 12, for the first time since March 15, 2020.

“It was entirely due to the pandemic,” Dr. Brian W. Luckner, the parish’s director of music 
and organist, said of the more than one-year hiatus. “Singing produces large quantities of 
aerosols, and these can spread the COVID virus.

“Even now choral singing is not entirely risk-free, but the availability of effective vaccines 
has made a return to choral singing significantly safer than it was earlier in the pandemic,” 
Luckner said. “We must remain vigilant and continue to monitor developments.”

The choir has 27 members at the moment, and has a number of openings. “It would be 
particularly helpful to have more tenors,” Luckner said.

Membership is open to singers, generally of high school age and older, who can read music 
and have a voice that will blend with the ensemble. Anyone interested in joining should 
contact Brian Luckner at 608-782-0322, ext. 232, to schedule a simple and brief audition.

The choir rehearses from 7 to 9 p.m. nearly every Thursday evening from mid-September 
through the end of May. “The choir sings every Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. Mass – except 
the Sunday after Christmas and the Sunday after Easter – from mid-September through the 
Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which is typically mid-June,” Luckner said. “In addition, they 
sing for two Christmas Masses, all of the liturgies of the Triduum, and occasional other 
special liturgies.

“We are realistic about schedule conflicts and will accommodate a reasonable number 
of absences, so potential singers should not stay away simply because they might have to 
miss a Mass or rehearsal every now and then,” he said. X

Cathedral’s Front Door Ministry Program Activity Picks Up
Also, Skemp said, “Although I publicized the phone 
number where I could be reached as widely as I could, 
so many people were so used to finding me at the rectory, 
that I think there were a lot of people who just didn’t get 
the word.” This year, only 73 people had been served 
through July. “But since I moved back to the rectory in 
mid-April, things have been picking up again,” Skemp 
said. “The utility disconnect moratorium is over and I’m 
seeing quite a few people who need help there, as well as 
several people who are anticipating the end of the eviction 
moratorium and are trying to get caught up. I anticipate 
that we will be back up to pre-pandemic levels by the end 
of the year.”

The ministry provides help to the poor such as assistance 
with rent and utility payments, bus tokens and gas cards. 
“Qualification depends on the need and the circum-
stances,” said Skemp, who added that “Decisions regard-
ing larger amounts of assistance, I always talk over with 
Monsignor Gilles before committing.”

Income to the program dropped sharply in 2020 because 
of the pandemic, partly because of less attendance at 
Mass. But attendance has increased in recent months. 
“The generosity of parishioners Is the mainstay of our fund-
ing,” Skemp said. “We also receive money from donors 
who support us and other activities in the La Crosse area 
that look to the needy.” Donations can be dropped off or 
mailed to the parish office, and can be put in the regular 
Mass collections. The words “Front Door Ministry” should 
be written on the envelope. Besides cash and checks payable 
to St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral, with the Front Door 
Ministry listed in the memo line, Skemp said alternative 
forms of giving include gift cards from Festival Foods, Kwik 
Trip (fuel only, please), Walmart, or anyplace else local.

“We don’t do this in a vacuum,” Skemp said. “I work with 
other agencies such as Salvation Amy, Catholic Charities, 
county energy assistance in La Crosse and surrounding coun-
ties, New Horizons, the Homeless Coalition, Couleecap, 
smaller area utility providers, landlords and other churches, 

agencies and social workers.

“The need is great and no one 
of us can make much of a dent 
in it,” Skemp said. “But when 
we come together, we can 
make a huge difference.”

Skemp took over coordination 
of the program in 2018 from 
parishioner Jean McDonnell. 
“She had established a very 
well-oiled program,” he said. X

The Cathedral Gallery Singers pose after singing at the 10:30 a.m. Mass 
on September 12, for the first time since March 2020.

Cathedral Gallery Singers Resume 
Singing at 10:30 a.m. Sunday Masses
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Five-Member Team Will Help Monsignor 
Gilles With Renewal at Cathedral



CathedralSAINT JOSEPH      WORKMAN THE

The Worker

530 MAIN STREET    
LA CROSSE, WI  54601

The Worker
530 MAIN STREET    LA CROSSE, WI   54601

www.cathedralsjworkman.org

Monsignor Richard Gilles, Rector               Steve Cahalan, Editor
Mary Koller-Sperle, Designer

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF

608 / 782-0322

CathedralSAINT JOSEPH      WORKMAN THE

Volunteer GET INVOLVED!
Your Faith Community NEEDS YOU
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Max Byington, an Aquinas High School 
senior, pours orange juice at the 
September 12 pancake/omelet break-
fast held in the Undercroft by the 
Cathedral Men’s Club, which scheduled 
a second breakfast for October 3. 
The breakfasts were the first to be held 
by the club since March 15, 2020, 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Both were fundraisers for Cathedral 
Elementary School. Depending on 
attendance at the two breakfasts, and 
the COVID situation, two more may be 
held, probably in March and April, club 
President Geoff Wilhelmy said.

Military veterans will be honored at a reception 
at the Cathedral after morning Masses on 
November 14, the Sunday after Veterans Day.

The parish will host the Veterans Day Hospitality 
Sunday reception and serve refreshments in the 
Gathering Area after the 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. Masses, said Carol Ballas, an organizer of 
the event.

“If you have a photo of yourself or a loved one, 
or any memorabilia from your time in the mili-
tary, please consider sharing it with us,” Ballas 
said. “There will be a display table set up at the 
reception for all to enjoy. “Please contact me 
at 608-498-9713 at least two weeks before the 
reception” if you were in the military and have 
something you would like to share at the table.

A special blessing will be offered for veterans at 
Masses that weekend. X

The Parish Council of Catholic Women will hold its 
annual Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, December 4, in the Undercroft of 
the Cathedral. 

The sale will feature many Christmas decorations and 
wonderful gift items, as well as handmade greeting 
cards, said Ruth Wettstein, one of the organizers. There 
also will be raffle items.

Sale items can be brought to the Undercroft and left on 
the table by the elevator at any time. Bake sale items 
should be brought to the Undercroft during the day on 
Friday, December 3. Anyone with questions can call 
Ruth Wettstein at 608-785-0062.

The bazaar also will have a special section featuring the 
works of creative parishioners such as crafters, artists, 
photographers, woodworkers and seamstresses, said Pat 
Stellflue, another organizer. Call Pat Stellflue at 608-
792-9858 if you would like to contribute your pieces 
and she will gladly pick them up. X

Veterans to be Honored 
After November 14 Masses

PCCW to Hold Annual 
Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale
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