of Advent a.k.a Gaudete Sunday

December 15, 2019

Sunday Masses

Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 10:30 am, 4:30 pm

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 6:30 am, 12:10 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am

Holy Day Masses (Saturdays)
Friday Vigil Mass: 5:10 pm (Evening Prior)
Saturday Holy Day Mass: 8:00 am (Only)

(Note: Saturday 4:00 pm Mass fulfills Sunday obligation)

Holiday Masses
Weekday & Saturday 8:00 am

Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving.

For Holy Week, Easter & Christmas schedules call
the Rectory, see bulletin or go to online website
www.cathedralsjworkman.org
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Weekdays: 11:30-11:55 am

Saturdays:  7:15-7:50 am, 3:15-3:45 pm
Holy Days: 11:30-11:55 am

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held each
First Friday after the 12:10 pm Mass until 2:40 pm.
Simple benediction at 2:40 pm.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS

530 MAIN STREET

LA CROSSE, WI 54601-4033 Monday Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21-23-27.
Tuesday Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17.

608/782-0322 Wednesday ~ Genesis 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25.
Thursday Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25.
Friday Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38.
Saturday Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah

3:14-18a; Luke 3:14-18; Luke 1:39-45.

Sunday Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7;

Matthew 1:18-24.

ADVENT COLLECTION
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LOCATED IN THE WEST SIDE NAVE
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Every Advent Season our churc
family has a special collection of
mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, etc. for
children and adults in need during the
harsh winter season.

A strong emphasis has always been on
WORK GLOVES for those men and
women who labor out in the elements.

The collection runs through the last
weekend of Advent.

Please find it in your heart to
contribute to this charity that warms
those who need it most.

PLEASE BE
GENEROUS!

Also see our website:
www.cathedralsjworkman.org



MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 16
6:30 am Mass (Lester Enz Family)
12:10 pm Mass (The Living & Deceased Members of the Begeman
Family)
Tuesday, December 17
6:30 am Mass (Edith Andrews)
12:10 pm Mass (Adrian Powers)
Wednesday, December 18
6:30 am Mass (Otto Sell)
12:10 pm Mass (Living & Deceased Members of the Dean &
Valentina Stroud Family)
Thursday, December 19
6:30 am Mass (Anna Albright)
12:10 pm Mass (Arthur G. Barbier)
Friday, December 20
6:30 am Mass (Walter & Palma Sallander)
12:10 pm Mass (Margaret Raverty)
Saturday, December 21
Memorial of St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 am  Mass (Deceased Members of the Bruce Ball, Sr. Family)
4:00 pm Mass (Jack Dunham)
Sunday, December 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 am  Mass (Intention of the Cathedral Parish Family)
10:30 am  Mass (Arthur G. Barbier)
4:30 pm Mass (Claude Neumann)

CALENDAR REMINDERS & BUSINESS

Dec 23  All Day Confessions - 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Dec 24  Festival of Music - 11:30 pm

Dec 25  Solemnity of Christmas - 12:00 Midnight, 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Jan 7  Publicity Committee Meeting - 7:00 pm Rectory

Jan 13 Cathedral PCCW Meeting - 6:00 pm Rectory

Jan 13 Knights of Columbus - 7:00 pm Undercroft

Jan 16  Finance Council Meeting - 8:45 am

Jan 18  Sacred Worship Committee Meeting - 8:45 am Bishop’s Vestry
Jan 25  Soup-A-Rama - 5:00 pm Gathering Area

Jan 25  Brains & Brawn Mass - 6:00 pm

Jan 30  Cathedral Book Club - 9:00 am Gathering Area

Feb 10  Knights of Columbus - 7:00 pm Undercroft

Feb 16  Men’s Club Pancake & Omelet Breakfast - 7:30 am - 12:00 pm Undercroft
Feb 27  Cathedral Book Club - 9:00 am Gathering Area

Mar 15 Men’s Club Pancake & Omelet Breakfast - 7:30 am - 12:00 pm Undercroft
Mar 26  Cathedral Book Club - 9:00 am Gathering Area

Mar 28 First Confession & First Holy Communion Practice - 8:45 am
Mar 29 First Holy Communion During the 10:30 am Mass

Apr 9 Holy Thursday

Apr 10 Good Friday

Apr 11 Easter Vigil - 8:30 pm

Apr 12 Solemnity of Easter

Apr 30 Cathedral Book Club - 9:00 am Gathering Area

May 9 Sacred Worship Committee Meeting - 8:45 am Bishop's Vestry
May 28 Cathedral Book Club - 9:00 am Bishop’s Vestry (movie)

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER?

We welcome all new parishioners into our parish family.
To register, please call 782-0322 to make an appoint-
ment at the parish office.

FORMED

This week on Formed.org we are offered a pre-
sentation by Dr. Scott Hahn on how we can Pre-
pare the Way of the King. In this talk, he reveals
what scholars know about the shepherds, the
mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent
journey will take on new meaning as you dis-
cover new insights about the people that were
there witnessing a miracle. This illuminating
presentation is sure to help you grow in appre-
ciation of the greatest gift ever given to human-
kind — Jesus Christ. There are also great Advent
resources for kids, including Brother Francis:
The Days of Advent.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

To the parents and guardians of children, who
will be receiving their First Holy Communion.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the date has
been changed for those receiving their First
Holy Communion. Originally, the date was set
for Sunday, April 5, 2020, at the 10:30 am Mass.
The new date will be Sunday, March 29, 2020,
at the 10:30 am Mass. First Confession and First
Communion practice will take place on Satur-
day, March 28, 2020, following the 8:00 am Mass.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR'’S LITURGICAL
ASSIGNMENTS

On the vesting table in the Sacristy you will find
the sign-up sheets for the Solemnity of Christ-
mas and also for the Solemnity of the Mary, the
Holy Mother of God. Those who wish to assist
at these Masses are encouraged to sign-up as
soon as possible.

The Mass times for the Solemnity of Christ-
mas are 12:00 Midnight, 8:30 am, and 10:30
am. We are in need of two Mass Servers for
the 8:30 am Mass and six Mass Servers for the
10:30 am Mass. Please email office@cathe-
dralsjworkman.org if you would like to assist
at these Masses. Mass Servers for the Midnight
Mass have notified the Cathedral of their intent
to assist at Holy Mass. Bishop Callahan will be
presiding at the Midnight Mass and the 10:30
am Christmas Day Mass.

Tuesday, December 31, 2019, there will be a
Vigil Mass of Anticipation for the Solemnity of
Mary, the Holy Mother of God at 5:10 pm. The
day of the solemnity, the Mass on Wednesday,
January 1, 2020, will be at 10:30 am. For each
of these Masses we are in need of two Mass
Servers. Mass Servers, please see the sign-up
sheet in the Sacristy.

SCRIP NEWS

Boy do we have the perfect stocking stuffer for
you. We have $5.00 Kwik Trip Fuel Scrip Cards
just in time for Christmas. Get yours today while
supplies last. Come see us in the Gathering Area.
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FINANCIALS FOR FISCALYEAR JULY 1, 2019 - JUNE 30, 2020

Total Amount needed for Operating Budget

This number is the total budgeted expenses less parking lot expenses

$1,108,520.00

LESSER KNOWN SOURCES OF INCOME:

(Diocese Rebates, Endowment Trust Income & Known Estates) (454,809.00)
Total Contributions Needed 653,711.00

OUR WEEKLY NEED (Total need divided by 52 weeks)............ $12,571.00

OFFERTORY (Cash Basis): As of December 8, 2019 (weck 22 of 52)

Envelopes $12,907.00

Basket & Other Church Support $2,853.05

Special Gifts & Memorials $0.00

LAST WEEKS TOTAL.......coooiieiiiieieeteeeeeeeee e $15,760.05

OFFERTORY PROGRESS:

Collected to date (Prior collected to date plus total above) $191,262.26

Needed to date (Week number times weekly need) $276,562.00

SURPLUS (SHORTFALL).........ooocveiieiieieceeieeeeeeee e ($85,299.74)

WOULD YOU
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CATHEDRAL PRAYER CHAIN

Notice to all Cathedral Parishioners. We now have a prayer
chain that you may request prayers to be said and pray for the
needs of others. Send your prayer requests to Mari at https://
cathedralsjworkman.org/prayer-request/.

HOSPITAL VISITS

Parish priests are always glad to come to administer the sacra-
ments at our local hospitals; however, it is vitally important that
the patient, if possible, or a family member and/or friends con-
tact the Rectory at 782-0322 to let us know a parishioner is hos-
pitalized. Otherwise, we have no way of knowing you are hospitalized.

WILLS & ESTATES

As you prayerfully execute your will or do estate planning,
please consider keeping the Cathedral of St. Joseph the Work-
man in mind. The most common and simplest way to include
the parish in your last wishes is to include a bequest in your
will or trust.

EMAIL ADDRESS FOR FR. REBACZ

Going forward, Fr. Rebacz’s new email address is jrebacz@ca-
thedralsjworkman.org. Fr. Rebacz has kindly asked that if a
person or a family would like to meet one-on-one with him,
please contact the parish office at 782-0322, ext. 0; to make
arrangements for an appointment.

MOBILE MEALS

The final week of Mobile Meals this 2019 year
is December 23-29 for our Cathedral parish.
During this season of Advent, please consider
offering a lunch hour to deliver Mobile Meals to
the homebound in our area. Perhaps you have
school age children on Christmas break at these
times, volunteering to help others is a good ex-
ample to set, and it’s fun to do together! At this
time, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Thurs-
day, December 26 are covered, but we need
volunteers for Saturday the 28th and Sunday the
29th. The weekend deliveries are a half hour or
less. Are you able to help?

Please call our parish coordinator, Cyndi
Withrow at 608/799-2614, and she can provide
you with more information, and arrange a date
that is convenient for you. May God bless you
during these holy days!

A GIFT WORTH GIVING

Gift a stunning, gold-plated angel ornament
while benefiting a Pro-Life organization. Pro-
ceeds help fund Hosea Initiative’s exciting Pro-
life work of conferences, media campaign and
printed materials. Designed by local Hosea
volunteers, The Trumpeting Angel proclaims a
verse from Isaiah 58:1, Raise Up Your Voice Like
a Trumpet, reminding all to be fearless voices
of Truth.

Pre-order after Masses the weekends of Decem-
ber 8 and 15. Questions? Call Mariel Carlisle at
608/385-1938 or email Clare Ruff at cruff@hoseadyou.org.

CATHEDRAL SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCHEON
The next Cathedral Senior Citizens Luncheon
will be Thursday, December 19, at 11:30 am.
This month we will be meeting at Schmidty’s
(3119 State Rd). All are welcome to participate;
however, it is asked that you R.S.V.P. to Karol at
769-1270 so she knows how many tables to reserve.

SATURDAY MORNING EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION

Beginning on Saturday, December 7, and going
forward, immediately following the 8:00 am,
Holy Mass, please join us for Adoration until
9:15 am, as we pray the Holy Rosary and the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Sign-up Sheets to lead
the Rosary and Chaplet will be made available.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
Lectors and Mass Servers are needed to assist
at weekend and weekday Holy Masses. Would
you please prayerfully consider volunteering
for one (or more) of these important roles in
the liturgical life of our Church. Thank you very
much and may God bless you! If you are in-
terested, please contact Edward in the Rectory
Office at 782-0322, ext. 0; or at office@cathe-
dralsjworkman.org.



KNIGHTS OF ST. JOSEPH

Advent is a mini Lent wherein we look deeply
and with greater scrutiny into the caverns and
caves of our hearts and see the severity and
graveness of the crevasses caused by our sins,
failings, and shortcomings which offend God
and separate us from Him. The Knights of St.
Joseph encourage everyone this Advent season
to make straight the paths to holiness by fasting
and self-mortification, attending daily Mass, en-
gaging in Bible study, and frequenting the Sacra-
ments, namely, the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES - JANUARY/FEBRUARY
January and February 2020 liturgical schedules
will be created Tuesday, December 17. Please
email dates away no later than Monday, De-
cember 16 to office@cathedralsjworkman.org.

CATHEDRAL PCCW

The PCCW would like to extend a thank you
to all of those involved for making our Christ-
mas Bazaar a huge success. Thank you to all the
workers who helped unpack, set up displays and
sell on Saturday. Also, to the men and women
who came to take down and pack up what was
left. Gratitude to the Cathedral artisians and
their beautiful art works donated as well as the
many hours of labor. Also, thank you to those
who donated raffle items.

Finally, a thank you to all the bakers who made
100’s of cookies, candies, breads and pies. A
special thank you to Ruth Wettstein who head-
ed up, organized and directed this most suc-
cessful annual event. With gratitude for all the
time, talent and treasure that went into this. | am
so proud of our parish women. May God bless
you all for your generous hearts. Rita Deniger,
PCCW President.

OPENINGS

Roncalli Newman Catholic Church in La Crosse
is hiring a new Administrative Assistant. It is a
full-time weekday position. If you are interested
in applying, please send your resume to Fr. Billy
Dodge at Roncalli Newman Parish (1732 State
St., La Crosse, WI 54601). You may also send
an application or inquire for more information
from Fr. Dodge’s email: billyjdodge@gmail.com

Crucifixion Parish, La Crescent has an opening
for a full time bookkeeper. This position requires
bookkeeping and computer skills (including
spreadsheets), organizational skills, and must
be able to maintain confidentiality. This posi-
tion includes benefits. For more information or
to apply contact the Parish Office at 507/895-
4720. Deadline for applications December 30,
2019. An application is available at www.cruci-
fixionchurch.org under forms.

RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP & STAFF

The Most Reverend William P. Callahan, OFM Cony,
Bishop of La Crosse

Very Reverend Jerzy Rebacz,
Rector of the Cathedral

Fr. Juan Pedro Roblez Baltazar, In Residence

Deacon Joseph A. Richards

Deacon Thomas Skemp

SAINT JOSEPH THE WORKMAN CATHEDRAL STAFF

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: M-F 8:00 am-4:30 pm

RECTORY OFFICE 608/ 782-0322
RECTORY FAX 608/ 782-8228
Deacon Joseph A. Richards, RCIA 608/ 780-1669
Deacon Thomas Skemp, Front Door Ministry 608/ 385-7466
Dr. Brian W. Luckner, Director of Sacred Music 608/ 782-0322
Edward Jones, Administrative Assistant 608/ 782-0322
Nathanael Rhody, Director of Maintenance 608/ 461-2123
Maintenance Office: Ext 229 Church Kitchen: Ext 233
RCIA Office: Ext 230 Sacristy: Ext 234

Music Office: Ext 232

Maintance Email: sjcathedralmaintenance@gmail.com
Parish Email: office@cathedralsjworkman.org
Parish Website: cathedralsjworkman.org

DIOCESAN

The Aquinas Catholic Schools System:

We are proud of our schools and hope families will consider
becoming part of the Aquinas Catholic Schools System.

Ted Knutson, President of Aquinas Catholic Schools
Temporarily Vacant, Aquinas Catholic Schools Enrollment Coordinator

Cathedral School: 608/782-5998
Aquinas Catholic Schools Central Offices 608/ 784-8585
Catholic Charities 608/ 782-0719

Other Websites — http://www.cathedralsjworkman.org
— http://www.AquinasCatholicSchools.org
- http://www.lacrossedeanery.com
— http://www.dioceseoflacrosse.com

Bulletin Deadline:
The Cathedral Bulletin deadline is 4:00 pm each Monday.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES for the weekend of December 21-23

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM MASS Stellflue, John EM
Sallander, Craig AS Stellflue, Patricia EM
McDonnell, Jean EM Suchla, Michael EM
McDonnell, Dennis EM Suchla, Debra EM
Skemp, Deacon Thomas OM Withrow, Cyndi EM
Wirkus, Kris EM  Wirkus, Lois LTR
Bissen, Mary LTR Studinger, Lucas USH
Studinger, Nicolas USH
SUNDAY -7:30 AM MASS Tudahl, Frank USH
Cook, Kevin AS  Tudahl, Zach USH
Skemp, Thomas AS
Fuchsteiner, Julie EM  SUNDAY - 4:30 PM MASS
Jacobs, Julie EM  Hall, Aaron AS
Klug, Mike EM  Callan, Charles EM
Taggart, Michael EM  Pham, Anh EM
Taggart, Caleb EM  Richards, Deacon Joseph OM
Jacobs, Paul LTR  Roskos, Betty EM
Roskos, Rollie EM
SUNDAY - 10:30 AM MASS Skemp, Deacon Thomas EM
Felsheim, John AS  Ujda, Bert EM
Weinberger, Gavin AS  Ujda, John LTR
Nelson, Virginia EM
Savoldelli, Joseph EM

OUR FEATURED BULLETIN SPONSOR THIS WEEK IS:

Clason Buick ®« GMC
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PREPARE THE WAY — THE LORD IS NEAR!

“The renewal of one soul
in the sacrament of penance
is a miracle greater than the creation

of the universe”.
St. Louis Grognon de Montfort

Brothers and Sisters - The Lord is near.

The Advent light reminds us of the presence of Christ
and His Immaculate Mother. In every Holy Mass

we meet with Christ who says: “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life “(Jn 8:12).

Only in the light of Christ, a sinful human heart,
obscured by infidelity, laziness, lust, ‘stupidity’ can be
transformed into - pure, wise, radiating with grace —
holy heart!

Therefore, it is necessary to participate in each Mass
with the utmost respect, piety, concentration and with
a vigilant and available heart, so that this wonderful
action of the grace of Christ can be received within us
— just as the Holy Mother accepted the action of God’s
grace and cooperated with Him.

With sanctified heart we are to go into our everyday
life so that there — at home, in the family, at work, at
school, in the neighborhood - through good deeds
and good words we will give the world a bold and
transparent testimony of Christ. And thus Christ’s
words to us and about us will become a fact — reality:
“You are the light of the world. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father who is in heaven “(Mt 5, 14-16).

The Lord is near.
It is therefore necessary to prepare, cleanse and
sanctify our soul!

The psalmist says:

“Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?

Or who may stand in His holy place?

He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean”.
(Ps 24: 3-4).

Fundamental matter: PURE HEART!

The Lord Jesus says: “Blessed are the clean of heart, for
they will see God” (Mt 5, 8).

Pure-hearted people are blessed, happy! They live
peacefully, fall asleep peacefully, peacefully die.

St. Jan Maria Vianney, a faithful priest from Ars, said:
“If someone has a heart pure and united with God,
he feels happiness and sweetness that fills him, he
experiences a light that enlightens him.”

A pure heart is the fruit of mature decisions of a man.
There is always a time to convert, to turn back from
the path of sin, to return to God, to be cleansed.

The Code of Canon Law provides:

Can. 960. Individual and integral confession and absolution constitute the only ordinary way
by which the faithful person who is aware of grave sin is reconciled with God and with the
Church.

Can. 988 §1. The faithful are obliged to confess as to the number and type of all serious sins
committed after baptism, and yet by the authority of the Church’s keys not directly forgiven
and not confessed in individual confession, which he recalls after a thorough examination of
conscience.

Can. 988 § 2. Believers are advised to confess their venial sins.

Can. 989. ...each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to confess serious sins at
least once a year.

In the Sacrament of Penance, the most important is the Lord Jesus, His work, His grace. And
that's why our role is so important. The Sacrament of Penance is not a magical rite, but it
requires our responsible cooperation. The Lord Jesus takes us seriously! In short: you need to
prepare well for confession, you need to apologize to all sins, you need to confess in detail
in the confessional, you must confess all sins well and honestly, after confession you need to
thank God with a grateful heart for the grace of forgiveness and repair the wrong done.

How to make a good confession?

The Church specifies with care that we are to meet five conditions. Here they are:
1. Examination of Conscience; 2. Sorrow for having offended God; 3. A resolution of sinning
no more; 4. Confession of our sins; 5. Satisfaction or penance.

Let’s briefly explain each of these points.

1. Examination of conscience. It should be accurate, detailed, covering all areas of our lives,
concerning the sphere of thoughts, words and deeds as well as negligence in the implementa-
tion of good. To make an accurate examination of conscience, it may be helpful for us to use
various aids containing detailed questions. You need to spend some time on your conscience,
in peace and concentration, without rush! The point is to confess well, honestly and accurately
—of all sins.

2. Sorrow for having offended God . It should be a sincere prayer, an apology to God for the
evil we committed. So before confession you have to pray to God honestly and say to God:
Lord God, | regret all my sins. Say the Act of contrition!

3. A resolution of sinning no more . In order for confession to be valid, it is necessary to make a
clear improvement in your heart, that is, to make a clear decision to break with sin and to break
with the circumstances that lead me to sin. It is worth recalling here that the mere voluntary
exposure to serious sin is already a serious sin. A strong resolution to improve is a decision,
good and only good. I have to say to God clearly and honestly: Lord God, | don’t want to sin
anymore, | want to do good and only good.

4. Honest confession. We have a duty to confess all our grave sins in the confessional. Let us
also confess our venial sins, the more so because unfortunately more and more people lose the
sensitivity of their conscience and treat what is a serious sin as a trivial matter. When confess-
ing serious sins, we are bound by the so-called integrity of confession. What does it mean?

We are to confess our sins precisely, giving the confessor three matters: what sin, important
circumstances and number of sins. Let us adhere to these principles with great accuracy so that
the priest does not have to ask and to avoid the danger of sacrilege of confession. Let us always
confess ourselves thoroughly and honestly, as if it was the last confession in our lives.

5. Satisfaction or penance. It partly depends on the exact penance that the priest gives us. But
the obligation to make amends also includes: giving back the stolen thing, compensating for
material or moral harm done to others, canceling slander, apologizing to those whom we have
offended or hurt. Etc.

Let us make sure that we meet all these five conditions with great precision at every confes-
sion, so that after each confession we can have the moral certainty that confession was valid
and the grace of forgiveness effectively cleared our hearts of our sins.

Christ says: “What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? Or
what can one give in exchange for his life”. (Mt 16:26).

Fr. Jerzy



